
CALIFORNIA SENATE BILL SB-577 

WHAT IT MEANS FOR PATIENTS 

 

California Senate Bill SB-577, which was signed by the governor in September 2002, has 

profound implications for the practice of alternative forms of health care in California.  SB-577 

enables alternative and complementary health care practitioners to provide and advertise their 

services legally.  However, they must also comply with certain requirements specified within the 

bill. 

 

What does Senate Bill SB-577 mean for you, the patient? 

 

SB-577 gives you access to alternative and complementary health care practitioners.  You 

must be given information about the nature of treatment and the practitioner’s qualifications.  

Feel free to ask a practitioner any question you might have about your treatment.  Check to see if 

your practitioner has been certified by a professional membership society.  In addition, tell your 

doctor about any alternative treatment you are pursuing.  You can also request that your licensed 

and unlicensed health care providers communicate with each other and work collaboratively to 

meet your health care needs. 

 

SB-577 helps to protect you.  SB-577 requires unlicensed alternative healthcare practitioners to 

follow certain guidelines and restrictions. 

 

Here are the things that unlicensed alternative practitioners are NOT allowed to do: 

 

• Perform any form of surgery or any procedure that punctures your skin or harmfully 

invades your body. 

• Use X-ray radiation. 

• Prescribe prescription drugs, or recommend that you discontinue drugs that were 

prescribed by a licensed physician. 

• Set fractures. 

• Treat wounds with electrotherapy. 

• Put you at risk of great bodily harm, serious physical or mental illness, or death. 

• Imply in any way that they are licensed physicians. 

 

In addition, an unlicensed alternative practitioner MUST DO the following things: 

 

• Provide you with a statement, written in plain language that includes the following 

information: (1) that they are not a licensed physician and that their services are not 

licensed by the state; (2) a brief and clear description of the kind of services they provide 

and the reasoning behind it; and (3) a description of their education, training, and 

experience. 

 

• Ask you to sign and acknowledgement that you received the above written statement, and 

provide you with a copy of it.  They must also keep a copy of your signed 

acknowledgement for three years. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

CLASSICAL HAHNEMANNIAN HOMEOPATHY 

  
The principles on which Classical Hahnemannian Homeopathy is based are: 

1. Vital Force – the life energy that animates every living being.  Homeopathic treatment 

seeks to stimulate and balance this energy in order to improve health. 

2. Susceptibility – a person’s resistance to disease.  Homeopathic treatment aims to affect a 

person’s susceptibility in order to strengthen their resistance to disease. 

3. Miasms – the homeopathic term to describe a person’s inherited predisposition to develop 

certain types of illness.  Homeopathic treatment seeks to reduce the impact of these 

predispositions. 

4. Provings – homeopathic drug testing.  Healthy human volunteers take homeopathic 

remedies until they develop symptoms, which are carefully recorded.  This information is 

used by homeopaths in order to select a remedy.   

5. Potentization – the unique process by which homeopathic remedies are made.  It is a 

carefully controlled process of repeated dilution and succussion (shaking).  

6. Law of Similars – a homeopathic remedy which gives rise to a certain set of symptoms in 

a proving (see #4) is capable of relieving the same set of symptoms in a sick person.  

Homeopaths are trained to select the one remedy (out of over 2,500) that will most 

closely match the symptoms of the client. 

7. Minimum Dose – homeopathic treatment gives the smallest possible amount of a remedy, 

just enough to stimulate the healing response of the Vital Force (see #1).  Only one 

remedy is given at a time. 

8. Direction of Cure – as  healing proceeds, symptoms improve in a certain sequence: 

• symptoms move from above downwards 

• symptoms move from more vital organs to less vital ones 

• symptoms move from the inside of the body towards its surface 

• symptoms disappear in the reverse order of their appearance 

9. Totality – the whole picture of a person’s symptoms: physical, mental and emotional.  

Classical Homeopathy always treats the totality. 
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